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He has, therefore, at the 
his employers and friends, 
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neſs of his file will be er- 0 
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mere narative of fads; and = 

if underſtood by his readers, =» 
he has only to r requeſt they | | 
will attend to his directions, : 


and he doubts not, but 


they will free themſelves 


of. many enemies. 
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Op: Ca: BLACK. RAT. 


HIS 62x is ot old Engliſh 1 
Houſe Rat, and for many 


ages, was the only one known f * 
chis country. The length from 
che noſe to the tail i is about ſeven 
inches long, and the tail i is gene- 


rally an inch longer; the noſe, 
which 1s an; pointed, is furniſhed 
B with 
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with long whiſkers; che colour of 
the head, and the whole upper part 
of the body, is a deep i iron grey, 
bordering upon black; the throat 4 
and belly are of a dirty white, in- 
clining to grey; the legs and feet 
are but thinly covered with hairs, 
and of a dirty fleſn colour; the tail 


is coated with duſky ſcales, having 


but few hairs among them; the 
fore feet want the interior toe or 
thumb, but are furniſhed with a 
claw in its place; the hind feet are 
furniſhed with five claws ; and the 


Rats of this ſpecies differ i in many 


particulars from the Norway Rat, 
as they do not burrow or lie in che 


drains, 
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Ce 3 
ceilings, behind wainſeots of houſes, 
and under the ridge tiles, rafters, 
and along the wall-plates of moſt 
buildings. Their numbers are great- 
ly diminiſhed from what they form- 
erly were; and they are ſeldom met 
with in any country town or village; 

forthe NorwayRats being fronger, 
kill them wherever they meet with 
them ; as a proof of this, I have 


always found the Black Rats killed, 


and the Norway Rats unhurt, when- 
ever I have put them into a cage 
together; ſtill, however, there re- 
mains a great number of them in 

che city of London; and in ſome 
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large towns, there are no others in 


many houſes. This ſpecies are 
taken with rather more eaſe than 


the Norway Rat, as they are not 
near ſo ſhy and craſty. Their 


runs and haunts are | eaſily diſco- 
vered, for wherever they go in and 
out at, you will perceive the place 
quite black, as alſo the tracks which 
they make in running * the 
* &c. * 37 
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Taz NORWAY RAT. 
colour that this Rat differs from 
the common or or Englit Rat, being 
larger 
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EE 
larger and of a light brown colour, 
but in se craſtineſs. 

1 | E 
This PIES called . many a 
Hanover Rat, was notwithſtanding 
this appellation, originally brought 
to Englend from Norway, 1 in Libs 
there are but ee ee, e 
kingdom, which have not at one 
time or other, ſame of theſe trouble - 
ſome and deſtructive vermin, par- 
ticularly ſuch as are ſituated near 
rivers, where ſhips and barges 
come to be unladen; as at that 


time the Rats, if there are any, 15 


| yl leave ths veſſels, make to the | 
ſhore, 


„„ 
thore, and diſperſe themſelves in 
| refuge, where in a ſhort time they 
| begin to multiply and become very 
numerous; as one Doe Rat will 
| = breed about three times in a ſum- 
1181 : mer, and ſeldom brin gs forth leſs 
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than ten or twelve young ones at a 
litter; I have taken fifteen young 
ones from a doe Rat, and have 

found ſeveral with the ſame num- 
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| and into South America by the Spaniards. 
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ber; I have heard of e eighteen | 


have frequently taken thirtgen 
young ones from a doe, and will 
take upon me to ſay, that, one with 
another, n. doe Rats will bring 

two 


* . Mr. Buffon and Dr. Gold ſmith, ith, fay, 
fifteen to thirty at a time ;—and Mr, 


Pennant fays, they produce from four 


0 cighteen young at a time. 
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litter each; and further, to add to 


month of February, or the begin- 


ning of March, (as this is about the 


time the old doe rats begin to 
breed) che young of chis ſeaſon will 
breed about the monthof September 


e Oftobcrfellowing,) anc :bring 


eight or nine at a litter, but ſeldom | 
more at the firſt time ; (which ac- 
counts for the reaſon, why ſome 
parts of the country are ſo over- 
run at a certain time of the year) 
Rats will in the ſummer ſeaſon lie 


25 beginning 
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TS 3 | 
beginning of July, till the latter 
end of September or the beginning 
of October, and in a fine ſeaſon, 
To long as any corn remains out, 
or when there is a great quantity 
of fruit; but when proviſions fall 5 
| ſhort, and cold and wet nights come 
on, they flock to the buildings, or 
as I may ſay, when corn is taken 
into the barns, they follow it home; 
and frequently burrow in theſtacks, 
where they conſume much, but 
deſtroy more. Nothing, in ſhore, 
that can be eaten, eſcapes the vo- 
poultry, and all kinds of game; 
and hardly any of the feebler-ani- 
f C | mals 
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It mals can eſcape its rapacity, except 


the mouſe, which finds a ſhelter in 
its little burrow, that cannot receive 
18 an animal ſo large as the Norway 
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12 Rat; though where the mouſe has 


no ſecure burrow it falls a ſacrifice, 


for where many Rats are found there 


are but few mice. But in large towns 
they remain all the year round; 
and in ſome houſes alſo, unleſs 
they are diſturbed, in which caſe 
they ſeek a new abode, not more 
than one or two pair remaining 
behind: this I have in many in- 
ſtances found to be the caſe. | 
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It frequently happens, that 
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| will come to a houſe or building in 
pairs; and I have known only one 
pair of Rats ſo ſtock a building, 
as to do conſiderable damage; for- 
example, I have caught one old 
twelve nearly full grown young 


ones, and a litter of young ones 
about a quarter grown; theſe being 
ſuffered to eſcape, have multiplied 
to ſuch a degree, as almoſt to deſtroy 
the building. This ſhews the ne- 
ceſſity of taking proper meaſures 
for deſtroying them in their firſt 
appearance; for though many peo- ; | 7 
ple, take no notice of one or two” | 
Rats, yet when it is conſidered how 
BF. A 
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ats were formerly fo great a nuiſance 
in large buildings, that the King of England 
had a Rat- catcher belonging to his houſe - 
hold, which is continued in office to hie 
| iy by bis Britannic Majeſty, diſtinguiſhed 
ig a peculiar manner by his dreſs, which 
is ſcarlet embroidered with yellow worſted, 
decorated with the figures of them de- 
ſtroying wheat ſheaver, See Warp's Na- 
url Hiſtory, 5 
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taking 
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them alive; and alſo of deſtroying 


them by poiſon. 
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row, and by gnawing, greatly da- 
up the drains, &c. c. 
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Now if the Rats harbour in the 
houſe, I would adviſe you to take 
them alive: for if they are poiſoned | 
12 they are often very offenſive: chuſe : 
therefore ſome private place, where 
they "moſtly frequent, and. there 
place a hutch trap, (made agreeably 
to the inſtructions hereafter given) 
ſetting the back part of che trap 
Wl cloſe to the wall, ſo that the Rats 
Wl cannot run behind it, and about 
eighteen inches from their hole or 
. + 3-7 "THI 
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run, where they come in at; then 
tie or confine the falls of the trap, 
ſo that it cannot go down, and 
leaving them about half up, or 

rather higher, ſo chat the Rats may 
paſs under the flap with eaſe; 
chen take two ſmall bundles of 
clean ſtraw, tie them up tight, and 
place one at each end of the trap, 
as this prevents their having any 

notion that it is a trap; let te 5 
bundles of ſtraw be about two feet 
long, and as big as a ſmall wheat 
ſheaf, ſetting them aſlant againſt the 
wall, and before the mouth of the 


traps * 4 . n n 
" _ a N J 


„ 
1 


* a G 4 - 
> . 2 + 3 & ” (| 0 
4 # ot p » * + 4 5 E 8 5 3 
q - . 3 * 
- 
"4 
” 4 
- 
- 
, * 
af » E a 1 
* 
= 


„ dee 
OOO OA OA + OO Sr Yan F4 


n 
If the Rats come in at more than 
one part of the building, you muſt 
have two or three traps; but never 
ſet two traps in the ſame quarter, 
for by ſo doing, you will prevent 
their coming to either, as they 
otherwiſe might do. But when the 
traps are fixed in the places where 
- you perceive the Rats moſt numer- 
caught, except you ſhould find they 
do not come to one of them, after 
you have fed ſome other trap, as 
this will frequently be the caſe, 


i but I never Move A TRAP AFTER 
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THE RATS HAVE ONCE TAKEN TO IT, 
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E 
for that makes them ſo ſhy; they 
wilt ſeldom cotte again, and after 
aA great. deal of trouble, makes la- 
bour in vain. One more caution 
is to be always kept in mind, this 
is to keep Docs and ears from 
diſturb them at their time of feed- 
ing, but let them have their free 
courſe, if the place where the traps 
Rand will admit of it; but in ſucky 
places as pantries, daries, or the 
like; where you are often going in, 
if you take but little notice of them, 
they will come again the minute 
after you are gone, provided they 
have been pid for focat nights: for 
D though 
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food, lich I ſhall harenfine dititt 
3 to be placed for them, they are very 
oi cautious” for the firſt two or three 
| nights, and more ſo if the traps 
4 are all new; but when the traps 
. have been in uſe for ſeveral days, 
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and have contracted a ſmell from 
the dung of the Rats, theſe animals 
will come much more freely to 
| ” them; hence appears the impro- 
piriety of waſhing" the traps, as is 
frequently practiſed by ſome peo- 
pPle, in order to take off che ſcent: 
2 ee to en 
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fore Adel, take ſome of the food 
and ſtrew ĩt from the place where the 
Rats come out of, to enter into the 
trap, covering all the bottom of 
the trap, and leaving a ſmall quan- 
tity of it at the other end. Look 
the next morning to ſee what they 
have eaten, and if they have fed 
pretty freely, give fome more food, 
but ſhorten the train from the place 
they come out of to the trap, to 
make them come nearer the trap; 
for though they are very fond of the 
food propoſed to feed them with, 
yet if the traps be new, and the 
Rats not very numerous, it may be 
two or chree nights before they will 
D 3 enter 
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the ſegacity and cunning of theſe 
animals, and you ſhould” never at- 
tempt to catch, until you have fed 
them eight or nine nights, in which 
time they will become quite familiar 
with the trap, and no longer afraid 
of it; for if you attempt to take 
them ſooner, you may not catch the : 
| half of them, and a certain con- 
- ſequence is, that you make the reſt 
fo ſhy, that they will give you a 
great deal of trouble. But when 
led eight or nine nights or longer, 
and are become very bold, you may 


EI 
expect to have a great many, if 
vermin, or meet with ſome diſturb- 
ance. | I bave been frequently 
appointed by accidents of this kind, 
and when I have expected a great 
number of priſoners, have caught 
but two or | three and once in 5 
8 WMoodford, where I could catch | 4 
but two Rats by 12 Oclock at 
night, owing to ſome diſturbance, 
for on the fourtlr night after, I took 

- eighty-one Rats; let none therefore 
think chemſelves diſappointed, if; 
the firſt trial falls, for if ever te 
Rats have fed at the traps, they . 
ON will 
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will be ſure to come again, though 
their way that may prevent them 
on 505 i ht of h 


Thoſe Ne ag 
1 day, ſhould be ſec i In the 
morning, for I have taken a great 
many in a quiet ſtill place in the 
day- time; but the traps intended 
to catch with in the night ſhould 
be carefully ſet in the evening; 
gee that all the ſtrings which 
tie up the falls arc ſound, and every 
thing in order, that you may not 
have any thing to diſturb chem. at 


1 31 3 


may ſpoil your evening's ſport at 
the time you intend to catch them. 
In the winter ſeaſon the traps ſhould | 
be ſer before duſk, and not looked 
at too often, fo as to diſturb them; 
. 
quietiy and liſten; and if you-hear 
them gnaw and ſcratch, then you 
may be ſure the trap is downs mor 
_ ._ the beſt way is ta ſit within hearing 
of the ſound of the traps ; and when 
you go to take out the Rats, let not 
above one perſon go with you, for 
the ee, ee make: 
| 1 F 
When 8 out the Rats x: 
* e from 
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from the trap, take che ſmall wire 

age hereafter directed, in your 
right hand, keep it cloſe to the 
ground, and quite cloſe to the trap, 
for the Rats may bolt ſo ſtrong 
againſt the cage as to drive it 
away; then lift up the door of the 
trap ſo high as the fall of the cage; 
to let them in, rattle againſt the trap 
by kicking gently at the further 
end of it, to make them come out, 
for when they find themſelves taken, 
they are very cautious in moving, 
and unwilling to leave the trap; 
but when one or more have bolted 
into the cage, ſhut down the door 
of the trap before you take the cage 
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1 
away, and then tilt up the trap and 
examine it, by drawing up the ſnut 
ter a little way, ſo that you can ſee 
down the trap, for n 80 
will ſit very ſtill. 


- * 
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have often had five or fix in a 
trap : onceat Mr. Charles Hirch's, 
at Plaſhet, I had fixteen in two 
traps, viz. nine in one, and ſeven 
in the other, and both ſtruck at the 


ſame time ; and in the ſame evening 
I took upwards of fifty. 


At Mr. George Bat at 
Bow, I had twelve at once in a 
E trap 


E 


in your cage, keep them our of 
the hearing of their companions, 
and do not teaze them to make 
them cry out, but either drown 
them, or put them into a ſtore cage 
in ſome private place untilmorning, 
if you intend to hunt them, but 
be ſure to keep them out of the 
hearing of their companions. You | 
may put your hand into the cage, 
and take the Rats out one at a time, 
and turn them to your dogs, as they 
will not make the leaft attempt to 
bite 
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181 | 
bite you when they have been kept 
in the cage all night, which greatly 
terrifies them, and more fo, when 
they ſee their enemies the dogs, and 
which they will always endeavour to 
hide themſelves from. Never dreſs 
your hands with any medicine as 

that is of no uſe, but when you 
take them out, take them by the 
tail, and turn them to the dogs, 
&c. and when you ſet your traps 
after taking out the Rats, put 'a 
little freſh food the trigger- 
board, and do the ſame every 
time, laying a very ſmall train all 


along the bottom; do not leave 


E 2 much 


L 1 
much in the bottom, nor look too 
often at the traps; unleſs the Rats 
are very plenty, and if ſo, you will 
always find that the principal part 
of the buſineſs will be done in the 
firſt two orthree hours of the even- 
ing: in which ſpace of timel have 
frequently taken three or four ſcore. 
Now when you have fat up as 
long as you have thought proper, 
or you find the Rats not to come 
in ſuch plenty, prop up the traps 
again, and feed them for three or 
four nights longer; (but if the Rats 
ſhould lay in the upper part of the 
houſe, and not come until the 
family is gone to reſt, you muſt ſet 
| up 


* 
up a little longer, but this is very 
feldom the caſe;) and then ſet 
them as before; never leave the 
trap ſet till you find the Rats very 
thin, then you may leave the traps - 
ſet to take the odd ones, but the 


traps ſhould have ſome ſtrips of 
tin nailed round the edge of the 
| doors, and every place where light 

appears, for where they ſee the leaſt | 
light they will be ſure to gnaw and 
let themſelves out, which gives 
ſome trouble, as they will be for 
ſometime exceedingly ſhy, and the 


more ſo if a Doe Rat; for though 
they may come and feed at the trap 
every night, they will not venture 

15 ſo 


1 
ſo far as the trigger board. I have 
ſeen a Rat ſo ſhy that it would 
come and eat on both fides of the 
trigger · board, and not venture on 
it for a long time, but this is very 
ſcldom the caſe. 


followed, tis impoſſible for any one 
to miſs taking che Rats alive, either 
in barns,houſes, mills, or ſhips. | 


chis fummer, one hundred and 
ſeventy, on board a ſhip in the 
the river, in one evening! and 
in the neighbourhood of Waltham« 


ſtow, 
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39 J 
ſtow, Woodford, Layton, Stratford, 
&c. I have many times taken from 
fifty to a hundred in one evening, 
and am ready to perform this buſi- 
neſs with any practitioner in the 
0 1285 ; 


If you would Pollen the Rats, 
and not have the trouble of taking 
them alive, which may be done, 
both eaſily and fafely, either in 
ſtable, cow -houſe, barn, poultry- | 
houſe, &c. and alſo in the neceſfary, 
which they are almoſt fure to fre- 
quent; take a light and look down 
the ſeat hole, and you will know 

„ dung 


% 


1 
dung on the wall- plates, &c. and 
there lay ſome of the paſte. If in 
the ſtable where you ſee their runs, 
there put your paſte alſo, as near as 
poſſible, and the ſame in every 
office. Lay your paſte in the af- 
ternoon or evening, before dark, 
and always lay it in a dry place, or 
on a dry thin board, quite near the 
runs, and alſo where they princi- 
pally haunt; and give them a fuf- 
ficient quantity, as they will very 
ſeldom look at poiſon a ſecond 
time, and not at all if they have ever 
been tried with poiſon before. But 
if this has not been the caſe, you 
may expect to kill the greateſt part. 
of 


4 


of chem if not all, as I have ſeveral 
times cleared a whole building in 
one night; but ſome old Rats take 
a little, and not enough to kill 
them, which makes them very ſick, 
ind cauſes them to Yotnit it up 
again ; ſuch to whom this has hap- 
pened, will never touch any ſort of 
poiſon bait again, but then you 
may apply your hutch traps as be- 
fore mentioned. When you pur 
your poiſon down in the evening, 
look again in the morning and take 
what is left, and either bury or de- 
ſtroy it, and if you perceive them 
{tilt about, you may try them with 
a ſecond dreſſing. 
F But 
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But when they find ther com- 
panions lying dead in their runs 
and haunts, the remainder very 
often ſet off to ſome other part 
of the building, or quite leave 
the premiſes. You will always 
find thoſe Rats moſt difficult to 
poiſon, that he in barns, in the 
corn mows, as their ſtomachs are 
always ſo full that they will ſeldom 
touch any poiſoned bait, though 
I have cleared barns when full of 
corn, a number of times, and thoſe 
you may take with the hutch traps, 
if there is any office adjoining the 
barn, that you can feed and entice 


to, 


'B 3 
ro, and take them all, as no method 
exceeds the hutch trap. "OM " 


2 
„ 


31 
- 


| You may lay three or four pieces 
ol board on the top of each of the 
corn ' mows, in the barn, and on 
each board lay ten or twelve pieces 
of the paſte, and give each a ſqeeze 
between your thumb and finger, 
to prevent their carrying it away 
after they have eaten of it; take 
away hat is left next day, leaſt any 
of the poultry; &c; ſhould frequent 

the places; and let it always be a 
rule with every one, not to let 
poiſon lay above one or two nights 
at moſt; for after Rats have once 

Fa: refuſed 


E = Be 
| refuſed it, there are few men 1n this 
kingdom able to deceive them a 


: ſecond time. 


TAZ WATER RAT. 

FH EIR haunts are always 
= cloſe to the water- ſide, and 
their food is chiefly graſs and other 
vegetables; they do not eat fleſh ; 
and ſome will ſay, they will not 
touch corn or pulſe ; but J have 
known them do much damage in 
the gardens, as they will eat whole 

drils of green peas, when about an 
inch out of ground, they will alſo 
| cat 


— 
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cat the pink plants, carnations, &c. 
The chief miſchief they do is, by 
making their burrows or holes in 
banks of ponds, ditches, &c. &c. 
they always have one hole in the 
carth above, another below the ſur- 
face of the water, to eſcape from 
their enemies, which ever way they 
are purſued. 

The beſt method that I know of 
taking them is: to get ſmall ſteel 
traps, and ſet them in the earth 
near their holes even with the ſur- 
face, in cavities exactly fitted to 
their ſhape and fize; and cover 


them lightly with graſs, but not fo 
much 


| 46 } 
much as will prevent your trap 
from ſtriking. * 


You may alſo try them with 
ſome of the paſte in their holes and 
runs; but take away in the morn- 
ing what has not been eaten; and 
be careful to let no ducks be in the | 
ponds or ditch, for if they pick up 
the paſte it will kill them. 


t 
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HOUSE MOUSHK --:- 


HIS Mouſe mol 1 | 

reſorts to thoſe places where 
victuals are kept, and in corn 
chambers, &c. Search che pantry, 
and other places where any kind of | 
proviſions are kept, for the holes 
where the Mice comes out at; and 
if you are apprehenſive of danger 
from the laying of poiſon in ſuch 
places, you may take them in the 
following manner : take a bit of 
cloth three or four inches wide, 
and ten of twelve iticlies long, arid 
ſpread it well with bird-fithe, then 


©. 


4 

nail it down with four ſmall nails, 
one at each corner, let it be placed 
before the mouths of the princi pal 
runs, and ſtop all other holes with- 
in your reach, and all you can find 
in the neighbourhood of the prin- 
cipal holes, and you will find that 
every Mouſe that puts his foot 
thereon will ſtick faſt. | 
Do this in the evening in every 
convenient place, and in the morn- 

ing look for the Mice. 
This is a fafe and ſure method of 
taking thoſe Mice; and I have 
taken great numbers in this manner. 
| ; -:- Qi 
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Or, you may deſtroy them thus. 
Take half a pint of the food, as 
directed for the Rats, (but mix no 
bread or liver with it) to which 
add two or three figs of nux vo- 
mica, grated or raſped quite fine, 
rub and mix them well together, 
and lay it on a bit of paper or on 
the bottom of a plate, and fer 
it on the ſhelves where they run, 
and in every . place they fre- 
quent; or you may take ruſty 
bacon and fry it, and fave the 
greaſe that comes from it, and 
when cold, mix a plenty of -nux 
vomica, grated fine, and a little 


E 1 

Of FM | | 
fne ſifted oatmeal, and ſpread it on 
a board, and ſet it in their runs, &c. 


It is needleſs to mix any com- 
poſition with arſenic for Mice; as 
I never could find they would take 
it, The nux vomica is more ef- 
fectual, and leſs dangerous in uſe- 


ing. 


| 8 FFELD MOUSE. 


I c E of this fpecies abound 
in gardens a and fields, and 
| es very ſeldom comie to the ouſes. 
They frequently do great damage 
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A View of am Tat as set for Killing 
he Explanauon 
AaBriiwuk or Square Stone 


? iger rail E. 
Ca piece of als placed under the port N te pre. . 
vent us Jinkng unto the ground. a 
Fs the bearing wedge that ſupports the brick 


_ The fmall Steel Trap 
for the Water Rat and 
occasionally for the 
Norway Rat | 


\ 


BTHhaps won this plan may be made . | 
to any SUE. 5 | 
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ö 
to the drills:of peas and beans wher 
they firſt· begin to vegetate; but 
do not touch them after” e 
two. or three inches per w { 


1 * * 4 1 * 
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Poiſon of any fore; is af ile e no 
uſe in deſtroyi ing W as i nk 
del Soak 1 85 1 7 8 
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EBay I know of, is 2 


brick and three bits of ſtick; whichk 


the gardeners call the Sampſon's poſt; 


probably from the numbers de- 
ſtroyed by its falling, I once took 


twenty- ſix Mice in one of thoſe 
traps, repeatedly ſetting, it in one 
ſeaſon. 0 


10 O's: 1 


5 


„ 
The common ſnap trap is alſo 
uſeful to take thoſe Mice, baited 
with a ſmall bean, (after it has 
been ſoaked in water for twoor three 
ys) and placed by the fide of the 


- 


| There are ſeveral other ſpecies of 
Mice, viz. the lack Shrew Mouſe ; 
the red Shrew Mouſe ; the Dor- 
mouſe ; and graſs Mouſe ; to which 
5 we may add the Bat; but thoſe are 
All harmleſs and inoffenſive little 
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Or raux FERRET. 


8 Ferrets are frequently uſed 
for the deſtruction of Rats, 
it may be neceſſary to ſay ſomething 
of them: though for my own part 
I have but little opinion of them, as 

they are of little uſe, unleſs in 
ſmall out buildings; for in large 
builings, where the Rats can fly 
before them any diſtance, or climb 
up any place, they generally make 
their eſcape, as the Ferret is flow 


at climbing, and only hunts by 


ſcent after their prey ; and as ſoon 
as they meet with it they kill it; 
| 8 and 


* 
yy 


| EL 4] 
and then the ſport is over; or, if 
they find a brood of young ones 
| they will eat them, and ne 
lay down in the neſt to fleep till 
| hunger obliges them to ſeek for 
4 more proviſions; which is a loſs of 
; time to watch for them, ordig them 
out, and much to the prejudice of 
the e e a „ e ot 


Ihe Rats wil "RA aids a mug 
reſiſtance, and remain maſters of 
the field, and oblige the Ferret to 
retire much wounded, which often 

proves mortal from the venom of the 
Rat, if not ſpeedily dreſſed. The 
beſt dreſſing is a ine ſalt; or ſalt, 


vinegar 


TT MI 
vinegar and water ; and as ſoon as 
the part is dry, clip off the hair 
round the place, and ftick on a 
an. of ſhoe -· makers *. en 


# at Tx 5 4 * 
* 1 — 


z Venen differ 3 in ſize; and 
alſo in colour: as ſome are of a light 
yellow caſt, with red eyes; others 
are of a duſky or blackiſh colour, 
with mealy eye-brows, &c. thoſe. 
are n the . n. 


** 


The a 1 «malls Fa beſt to 
bunt with being ſmaller in ſize ; and 
if 1 empty, or _ n of 


1 561 


proviſions the day before you hunt 


her, en ce 


eee 


hunting of rabbits; but then their 


mouths are ſewed up, by putting a 
me upper-lip of each fide the 
mouth, and tie up the under jaw, 


= tegie e 


the bbits. 


Thoſe animals SY breed 
once in a ſeaſon, about April or 
May, and bring forth young in fix 
weeks, five or fix at a time, and 


ſix 


— 


ſome times more; the young are 
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ſix weeks before they get their 
ſight; then they ſoon get their teeth, 
and begin to feed upon fleſh ; as 
they will ear almoft yo They | 
ie fond of vile.” 
4 v3 $5. 10 


0 
"7 7 1 alhe ; 42 &- * 


As So A is perceived that 


the doe goes to buck," flie mould 
have him within the firſt ſix days; 


for if it is omitted ten or twelve 
days, they ſeldom bring any young, 
though they have the buck 5 but 
wilt - generally go _— ok ſeren 


or . ee kite ec 


17 
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Or TREE POLECAT. 
#+, 93 1 U F ; 1 1 2. 


HES E are of the fame 
ſpecies as the Ferret: but 
of a duſky black colour, with mealy 
eye · brows and noſe, and remark- 


; This is a fierce wild: animal; 
from twelve to fourteen inches long; 
with a tail ſix inches long; and 
legs about two inches, or two 
and a half; they have five toes, or 
claws; and a ſmall ball to the foot 
like a cat, though not ſo large. 


They 


/ 


e 
They are great enemies to Rats, 
and frequently drive them from the 
barns or corn-ſtacks. 8 
They. will likewiſe kill ou 
Nee W 9 


4 ** te? 2 2 
ö : 


| - Diane a great e in = 
rabbit-warrens ; as they will eaſily 
get into the burrows, and eat the 
young ones, or or kill the old ones; 
and lay concealed and e for 
eki 51s f517ouds bak 


I have taken great numbers of 
thoſe with the hutch trap, and alſo 
with the iron ſpring trap. 


1 They 


[6] 


| They will FINE lay .con- 

. 1 in drains or in old dry banks 
under hollow trees; if you can 
perceive any of thoſe animals about, 
or can find wherethey enter, tocome 
at the poultry or rabbits, fet the 
hutch trap; and alſo an iron ſpring 
trap, made ftrong. Having ſet all 
the traps, Take 2 piece of freſh 
ſheep's paunch, and draw it round 
the building, or the way you think 
they come, over each ſpring trap 5 
and through the hutch trap, as a 
ail. 


Perhaps they will not come the 
firſt night, for if they have killed 


any 


1 
any ching and carried it away, they 


will ſtay and feed on it as long as 
n 


1 high frequently put a ſtick in 
the ground a ſlant- ways, and placed 
a ſpring trap under it, drew a trail 
from the place they were known to 
frequent, and tied it to che ſtick, 
letting it hang directly over the 
trap, it has allured chem thereto 
and taken chem, | 


If the traps are ſet where rabbits 
are; ſtick ſome white feathers, or 
bits of white rags, by the traps, and 
the rabbits will not come near. 


Or 
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or rr MARTAIN CAT. 


HIs is larger than the Pole- 

cat, but reſembles it in col- 

our __ ſhape ; ; it is ſeldom found 

but i in woods, and there takes up 
its abode i in hollow-trees, and ſome- 

times in a magpies or in a crows- 


neſt. 


1 They, alſo, prey on rabbits, 
game, birds, poultry, &c. &c. and 
are very fierce animals. 


— 


I have known them to be hunted 
£7 with hounds ; which they will lead 
| 2 


1 6] 
through the thickeſt part of the 
cover, and often make their eſcape. 


They may be taken in traps, 
in the ſame manner as directed for 
the Polecit. | 21 


2 1 have ſeen one of | thoſe 

Cats, that was caught in a hutch 

trap, and kept in a wire cage, till 
1 become ſo tame as to be handled 
with arg 


The Martain Cat is often taken 
in the hutch trap, ſet within the 
parks and paddocks ; by placing | 
them ſet at ſmall cavities in the 
pailing, 


1 
n 1 of 
taking vermin in gencral. 


Wben the iron ſpring trap 1s ſet, 
| it ſhould be placed even with the 
| ſurface of the ground, and covered 

lightly over with graſs, moſs, or any 
thing; that will not prevent the 
. ogg 7 43K 
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*HIS1s of the ſame ſpeciesas 
"the former ones, but much | 
ſmaller i in ſize, and differs in colour; 
being of a "ſandy red, with a white 


throat and belly; having a bruſh 2 


tail about five inches 8 * 


| Flare ſeen di of Stoats 
milk white, with a black tail ; thoſe 
are very active and nimble little 
animals, and ſcldom reſt long in a 
place; theſe are the worſt of all this 
tribe ; frequently deſtroying whole 
broods of chickens in a ſhort time; 
4 I likewiſe | 


65 
likewiſe hares, rabbits, F nd game 
of all ſorts. 


11 you ſer the inch e crap, Sa 
5 uſe the ſame method as directed for 


/ - 25 tit 


the Polecat, and bait 1 it with 2 bit 
; of the trail. before-mentioned, „ or 


with a dead chicken, they may be 
often taken. 


." = 


* 
q * 
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moch 
Tax WEAZEL. 


HIS is of the ſame colour as 
namen 
throat, with a ſhort tail. They will 
min, in barns and corn-ſtacks ; they 
are. great enemies 0 che young 
ducks or chicken; and will ſuck. 
eggs of all ſorts; ſometimes they 
leave their ſhells behind, but moſt- 
ly carry them of ts their haunts, 

which are frequently under ſome 
commonly make: à {mall hole at 


FS” - ©0008 


KE 6 1 25 N 
one end of we egg and ſuck out 
the contents. 


1 you miſs your eggs or young 
qoultry, you may ſuſpect you have 
ſome of thoſe gentry ; but they 
ſeldom continue long in a place. 


1 # # ry : - * , ha 
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They are great deſtroyers of 
game of all forts. They will teap 
| faſten on the fide of her neck and 
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Veer the DIY cl ch er, 
as before directed. 
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YH E Hurch Trap I 
ways found the beſt : which 
18 that with ſliding doors, and made 
of deal or elm of an inch thick, 
: fuch as is well ſeaſoned, and will nor 
warp; the length ſhould be two 
feet two inches, and eight inches 
wide i in the clear; the ſide- boards, 
A. nine inches High ; cut a ſlit in 
one of them, at B. B. two inches 
and a half high, and a quarter of an 
inch wide; half an inch above tlie 
flit, nail on a piece of wood, C. about 
evo inches long and a quarter of an 


4 
3 4 


- inch 


70 ) 
inch thick, ** one of che rn 


+. 4. 4% 


quaner of an, inch tick; n 
wire, f. in it to comexthrough the 
fides of che trap, at B. B. this wire 
thould come rough about an inch 
and a half, having the point. bent, 
up half an inch, to reecive the lower: 
end of the button, d.; under the 
other end. of. the trigger board 
| thould be a piece of vod, one inch 


1 Nit ſquare, and eight chick, 
i wich a 10d. nail without a head, or 


» piece of wire, drove gb is 
the MES m of the gaps direSly 
oppolite 


, i = 5 
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oppoſite re the t rrigger hole; B. B. to 


% 


keepthetrig ggerboard kit ;Tekthe 
thuirers 6 or Ph ac each end be 5en 
inches 1 high, * 4 bit of wood 
both inhde and outhde, making a 
gove for oy doors to pl 2 i 
en eſ We 5 71 

donates alt uns 
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"2169 ie ban q nd che fin aß; 
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half deep, fe | 
0183 * — 
thr x; the wa would be 2 - 
—_ 7 8 2 : or net 1 $922 7 6121 
coen long, and one 7 
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1 
a half wide, and a quarter thick; 
a ſmall wire ſtaple ſhould be drove 
into the top of the ſhutter, at h. 
and a hole made in the end of the 
bails, I. I. to receive a ſtring, J. J. 
the ſtaple will make the. ſhutter 
bang more upright, than if only 
faſtened by a hole i in the top of it ; 
the bails ſhould be hung upon a 
pivor, at k. K. and have plenty of 
room to play up and down at eaſe; 
the ſtandards ſhould be placed on 
two pieces of wood, nailed acroſs 
the trap, two inches wide, and one 
inch thick ; and let the ſtandards' be 
fix inches from each end of the trap, 
which will make them eight inches 
dev 
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clear of each other; drive a nail 
in the back part of the trap, and tie 
one end of a piece of pack- thread 
thereto, and to the other end, faten 
the button d. which is to paſs over 
the bails, at L. and to be fixed to | 
the wire in the trigger board, at 3. 
as before: directed; be careful to 
ſee that the trigger board touches 


no one part of the trap, as it ſhould 
be quite clear. Line the inſide of 
the trigger hole, B. with flips 
of- tin, and all acroſs the infide of 
the top, and down both ſides where 
the ſhutters ſlide, to prevent the 
Rats from gnawing; nail a quarter 

= of 
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of a pound of lead on each ſhutter, 
to make the trap ſtrike quick. 


There are ſeveral other ſorts of 
hutch traps; but I have always 
found this to be the beſt, as the 
Rats cannot eaſily let themſelves 


; 


The ſmall wire cage ſhould be 
about ten inches ſquare, and fix 
inches high, with a fall at one end, 

and a door at the other, to let the 
Rats out into the ſtore cage, if 
you chooſe to keep them for hunt- 


ing. 
The 


WS: 

The ſtore cage ſhould be twenty 
inches long, eight or nine inches | 
high, and nine inches wide, with a 
fall at one end, to let the Rats 
in at, and a door at the top of the 
cage to put your hand in, to take 
them out; take them out one at 
2 time, as before- dire ted. 
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'To MAKE THE ; FOOD. 


7 AKE a pint of wheat flour 
and a large table ſpoonful of 
treacle, put them into a bowl or 

diſh, and drop in nine or ten drops 
of the mixed oils, then rub them 
together until they are well mixed, 


and no lumps to be found ; then 
put in half a pound of crumb of 
bread, in pieces about the ſize of 
the top of your finger, and ſome 
ſmaller ; then add two or three 
ounces of the nut of a bullocks 

| liver well boiled, and grated or 
cropped quite mall, mix them 

1 well 


— 


ENI 


well together; for the Rats are 
fonder of the liver than they are 
of the chymical oils. 

The night you intend to catch, 
put neither bread nor liver; for th "Re 
Rats will take up the lumps and go 
from the trap to eat them; but do 
not forget to put a ſmall train of the 
food along the bottom, and over 
the bridge, as before - directed. ä 


The oils for the Food, ſhauld 

be half an ounce of oil of carra- 
ways, and forty drops of ail af 
| n zoell mixed. 2 


1 


To naxt Tis PASTE ron DESTROY- 
enn 


T AKE a glazed diſh and put 
3 therein half a pound of white 
arſenic, finely powdered; then take 
a quarter of a pound of loaf · ſugar 
and half a gill of water, put thoſe in 
a ſmall ſaucepan and ſimmer them 
cover the fire, till the ſugar is all 
diſſolved, and the water juſt boils 
up; then pour it to the arſenic' in 
the diſh, and ſtir it with a piece of 
| Rick, until the arſenic is all mixed 
with the firup ;.this done, take ſome | 
wheat-meal freſh ground, and mix 
1 | the 


* 


„ 
the whole together; then knead it 
into a ſtiff paſte, and put it into a 
dry bladder, and tie it up for uſe; 
being careful to keep it from the 


ſun, winds or damps. I 


Be careful to waſh your hands 
clean after you have mixed the paſte, 
and to keep every part of the ap- 
paratus, as well as the paſte in a 
ſecure place from children, &c. 


If you cannot get freſh wheat- 
meal, make uſe of oat-meal and 
wheat flour ; having double the 
quantity of oat-meal, and it will in 
general anſwer the purpoſe. Or 


/ 


* 
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lt ſome freſh barley-meal through 
2 ſieve, and mix the finer parts of it 
with flour, the ſame as before-di- 
reſted ; this, the Rats are very 
I; ts il} 


Ls 8 J 


ANOTHER PAS TH 


A K E four o ounces of wheat- 
meal, and one ounce of white 
arſenic, mix them together with 

half an ounce of loaf-ſugar, and 
half a gill of water; diſſolve the 
ſugar, and mix all together into a 
Paſte. This ſort ſhould be uſed as 
ſoon as made, as it will not keep 
good longer than four days. 


Tuosk WHO ARE EMPLOYED IN 
PREPARING THE PASTE MUST BE 
CAREFUL ro WASH THEIR HANDS 
AND UNDER THEIR NAILS aun 
CLEAN, | | 
; Op: DIREC- 
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DIRECTIONS vox usixe THE PASTE, 
ON SHIP - BOARD 


TOWI hope that every one, 
who is in poſſeſſion of this 
ee may carefully obſerve the 
following directions, as the buſineſs 
ſhould be done by one careful 
ſteady perſon on board: | 


s 


In the firſt place examine the 
hold, as this is the part they chiefly 
reſort to; and the place where the 
principal part of the buſineſs ſhould 
be done. 7 


Break your paſte in ſmall pieces, 
| the 


— 


5 
the ſize of a nut, and lay it in che 
manner of a train, the bits about 
three or four inches apart; lay it 
in ſeveral places where you ſee they 
have been; if you ſee any holes 
in the lining, drop three or four 
bits down each hole, which will run 
down between the timbers, where 
they generally lay and. breed ; if 
the hold is properly baited, which 
will require ſometime to do. 


© Always Gade chat your hands | 
are clean from tar, for tlie Rats will 
not touch the bait: 1 e is any 


ſachifingl-on ing eri 


Ze careful alſo, to waſh your 
hands when you have done, leſt 
any ſtick to your fingers. 


When you have finiſhed laying 
* - thie paſte In the hold, lay over the 
luatclies, atid don't ſuffer ay body 
to go into the hold until ext morn- 
ing; and thi quiecer the ſhip is 
the better. | 


' You may lay ſome on the breaſt- 
| hooks, and allo on the e males: 


3 — are [praperly 
followed, there will be but few, 


1 
if any, Rats left alive in the 5 
ſhip. by 


The paſte that is left muſt be 
taken away or thrown over board, 


— 


TAE END. 
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